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"Thirdly, you practice the forbidden art of fencing. If you persist,
I fear that you will be drastically punished. It is not only that you
yourself are involved, but your adopted family, the long illustrious
Saionji and their immediate relatives, may also be disgraced.
"These counts would be severe against a grown man. But neither
your youth nor your privileged relationship with the Emperor, which
does not add to the Shogun's liking for you, will long protect you if
the Tokugawa men find out about your behavior. As I suspected* your
constant book-reading is making a rebel of you. The rebel's way leads
to destruction. Follow the example of the patriot and reap prosperity
as a reward, And appreciate a little more your family heritage of biwa
music. I fear you neglect it altogether."
Tokudaiji sighed after this long speech. Kimmochi looked up, a
pebble in his hand,
"But, Father, why can't I read the nation's history books, especially
those which tell of our Fujiwara ancestors, the Tokudaiji and the
Saionji, many centuries ago when they in the name of the Imperial
House actually governed the people? And as for the Sac-cho men,
what if they arc really honest? If the Sat-eho do conquer the Toku-
gawas for the Emperor, will they still be rebels? It will be they who
arc the patriots and the saviors of the country*" His long smooth face
was radiant against the sun. After a moment he began again. "Father,
is it not the duty of every noble to defend the Mikado and himself
against the enemy?*1
"Yes,"
"Then why does the Shogun forbid fencing?"
"Because he will have it so/'
"Is it not the duty of every Joya! Nipponese to unite his strength
with that of every other countryman for the Emperor's greater glory?*1
"Nominally, yes, but our Government does not wish us court nobles
to mingle freely with outsiders* particularly with the Satsuma and
Choshu swmtrai who are plotting its overthrow."
'They are the true patriots and the friends of the Divine Ruler of
our country/' the boy declared stubbornly. "The Tokugawas are im-
postors. Great Nippon does not need a Shogun. We owe allegiance
only to the Emperor* His Majesty must make the decisions, not the
Shogun—for instance, on whether the 'Red-hairs' may trade with us—"
"You arc merely repeating what the Sat-cho men advocate-"
"But by what right can the Tokugawa Shogun, who does not even
live in Kyoto, dictate to us? How does he dare to keep the Emperor's

